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Ancient India Annotation Assignment
Part 1: Annotation – Show you’re thinking while reading!
Annotation means...

· writing in the margins, not highlighting

· showing your thoughts about the text
· helping you understand what you're reading

You will use your annotation skills while reading the following article about two important cities in Ancient India. The cities are Mohenjo-daro and Harappa.

Here are some symbols to annotate the article while learning about the cities. If you do not use the following symbols correctly you will NOT receive credit for this assignment.
* or underline = important/key ideas & information

! = new information to me or surprising information

? or circle = confusing information or word I don’t know

BK = background knowledge (something I knew or learned before)

G     R     A    P    E     S = put one of these letters when one of the GRAPES categories is talked about 

G= Geography

R= Religion

A= Arts & Achievements
P= Politics

E= Economics

S= Social Structures

( = Make connections to today/your life/information you knew before (write about what the connection is)

Write questions that you have as you read.

Part 2: Using complete sentences, answer the following questions after reading the article.

1. How did annotating help you understand more about the development of ancient India and 2 of the cities that grew there? How would it have been different if you just read the article?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How would you describe the cities of Mohenjo-daro and Harappa to someone who knew nothing of them?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Indic Civilization: The Lost Civilization of Mohenjo-daro and Harappa

Sometime around 6000 BCE a nomadic herding people settled into villages in the mountainous region just west of the Indus River. There they grew barley and wheat using sickles with flint blades, and they lived in small houses built with adobe bricks. After 5000 BCE the climate in their region changed, bringing more rainfall, and apparently they were able to grow more food, for they grew in population. They began domesticating sheep, goats and cows and then water buffalo. Then after 4000 BCE they began to trade beads and shells with people in distant areas in central Asia and areas west of the Khyber Pass. And they began using bronze and working metals.

The climate changed again, bringing still more rainfall, and on the nearby plains, through which ran the Indus River, grew jungles inhabited by crocodiles, rhinoceros, tigers, buffalo and elephants. By around 2600, a civilization as grand as that in Mesopotamia and Egypt had begun on the Indus Plain and surrounding areas. By 2300 BCE this civilization had reached maturity and was trading with Mesopotamia. Seventy or more cities had been built, some of them upon buried old towns. There were cities from the foothills of the Himalayan Mountains to Malwan in the south. There was the city of Alamgirpur in the east and Sutkagen Dor by the Arabian Sea in the west.

One of these cities was Mohenjo-daro (Mohenjodaro), on the Indus river some 250 miles north of the Arabian Sea, and another city was Harappa, 350 miles to the north on a tributary river, the Ravi. Each of these two cities had populations as high as around 40,000. Each was constructed with manufactured, standardized, baked bricks. Shops lined the main streets of Mohenjo-daro and Harappa, and each city had a grand marketplace. Some houses were spacious and with a large enclosed yard. Each house was connected to a covered drainage system that was more sanitary than what had been created in West Asia. And Mohenjo-daro had a building with an underground furnace (a hypocaust) and dressing rooms, suggesting bathing was done in heated pools, as in modern day Hindu temples.

The people of Mohenjo-daro and Harappa mass-produced pottery with fine geometric designs as decoration, and they made figurines sensitively depicting their attitudes. They grew wheat, rice, mustard and sesame seeds, dates and cotton. And they had dogs, cats, camels, sheep, pigs, goats, water buffaloes, elephants and chickens.

Between 1800 and 1700 BCE, civilization on the Indus Plain all but vanished. What befell these people is unknown. One suspected cause is a shift in the Indus River. Another is that people dammed the water along the lower portion of the Indus River without realizing the consequences: temporary but ruinous flooding up river, flooding that would explain the thick layers of silt thirty feet above the level of the river at the site of Mohenjo-daro. Another suspected cause is a decline in rainfall.

Source: Smitha, Frank. Macrohistory and World Report, "Indic Civilization: The Lost Civilization of Mohenjo-daro and Harappa ." Accessed November 23, 2012. http://www.fsmitha.com/h1/ch05.htm
