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Election of 1860 

The Democrats met in Charleston, South Carolina, in April 1860 to select their candidate for President in the 

upcoming election. It was turmoil. Northern democrats felt that STEPHEN DOUGLASS had the best chance to 

defeat the “black Republicans.” Although an ardent supporter of slavery, southern Democrats considered 

Douglas a traitor because of his support of popular sovereignty, permitting territories to choose not to have 

slavery. Southern democrats stormed out of the convention, without choosing a candidate. Six weeks later, 

the northern Democrats chose Douglas, while at a separate convention the Southern Democrats nominated 

then VICE-PRESIDENT JOHN C. BRECKENRIDGE. 

The Republicans met in Chicago that May and recognized that the Democrat's turmoil actually gave them a 

chance to take the election. They needed to select a candidate who could carry the North and win a majority 

of the Electoral College. To do that, the Republicans needed someone who could carry New Jersey, Illinois, 

Indiana and Pennsylvania — four important states that remained uncertain. There were plenty of potential 

candidates, but in the end ABRAHAM LINCOLN had emerged as the best choice. Lincoln had become the 

symbol of the frontier, hard work, the self-made man and the American dream. His debates with Douglas had 

made him a national figure and the publication of those debates in early 1860 made him even better known. 

After the third ballot, he had the nomination for President. 

A number of aging politicians and distinguished citizens, calling themselves the Constitutional Union Party, 

nominated JOHN BELL of Tennessee, a wealthy slaveholder as their candidate for President. These people 

were for moderation. They decided that the best way out of the present difficulties that faced the nation was 

to take no stand at all on the issues that divided the north and the south. 

 

With four candidates in the field, Lincoln 

received only 40% of the popular vote and 

180 electoral votes — enough to narrowly 

win the crowded election. This meant that 

60% of the voters selected someone other 

than Lincoln. With the results tallied, the 

question was, would the South accept the 

outcome? A few weeks after the election, 

South Carolina seceded from the Union. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 
John Bell John C. 

Breckenridge 

Stephen 

Douglas 

Abraham 

Lincoln 



Courtesy: http://www.ushistory.org 

The Confederate States of America 

The force of events moved very quickly following the election of Lincoln. South Carolina acted first, calling 

for a convention to SECEDE from the Union. State by state, conventions were held, and the 

CONFEDERACY was formed. Within three months of Lincoln's election, seven states had seceded from the 

Union.  

Just as Springfield, Illinois celebrated the election of its “favorite son” (Abe Lincoln) to the Presidency on 

November 7, so did Charleston, South Carolina, which did not cast a single vote for him. It knew that the 

election meant the formation of a new nation. The Charleston Mercury said, "The tea has been thrown 

overboard, the revolution of 1860 has been initiated." 

South Carolina Ordinance of Secession 

 We, the people of the State of South Carolina, in convention assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is 
hereby declared and ordained, That the ordinance adopted by us in convention on the twenty-third day of 
May, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight, whereby the Constitution of the 
United States of America was ratified, and also all acts and parts of acts of the General Assembly of this State 
ratifying amendments of the said Constitution, are hereby repealed; and that the union now subsisting 
between South Carolina and other States, under the name of the "United States of America," is hereby 

dissolved.  
Done at Charleston the twentieth day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty. 

Within a few days, the two United States Senators from South Carolina submitted their resignations. On 

December 20, 1860, by a vote of 169-0, the South Carolina legislature enacted an "ordinance" that "the 

union now subsisting between South Carolina and other States, under the name of 'The United States of 

America,' is hereby dissolved."  

Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas all left the Union by February 1. On February 4, 

delegates from all these states except Texas met in Montgomery, Alabama, to create and staff a government 

called the Confederate States of America. They elected PRESIDENT JEFFERSON DAVIS. The gauntlet was 

thrown. How would the North respond? Abraham Lincoln would not be inaugurated until March 4.JAMES 

BUCHANAN presided over the exodus from the Union. Although he thought secession to be illegal, he found 

using the army in this case to be unconstitutional. Both regions awaited the arrival of President Lincoln and 

wondered anxiously what he would do. 
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Fort Sumter 

It all began at Fort Sumter. 

On December 20, 1860, South Carolina seceded from the Union. Five days later, 68 federal troops stationed in 

Charleston, South Carolina, withdrew to FORT SUMTER, an 

island in CHARLESTON HARBOR. The North considered the fort 

to be the property of the United States government. The people 

of South Carolina believed it belonged to the new Confederacy. 

Four months later, the first engagement of the Civil War took 

place on this disputed soil. 

The commander at Fort Sumter, MAJOR ROBERT ANDERSON, 

was a former slave owner who was nevertheless 

unquestionably loyal to the Union. With 6,000 South Carolina militia ringing the harbor, Anderson and his 

soldiers were cut off from reinforcements and resupplies. In January 1861, as one the last acts of his 

administration, President James Buchanan sent 200 soldiers and supplies on an unarmed merchant vessel, STAR 

OF THE WEST, to reinforce Anderson. It quickly departed when South Carolina artillery started firing on it. 

In February 1861, Jefferson Davis was inaugurated as the provisional president of the Confederate States of 

America, in Montgomery, Alabama. On March 4,1861, Abraham Lincoln took his oath of office as president of the 

Union in Washington, DC. The fate of Fort Sumter lay in the hands of these two leaders. 

As weeks passed, pressure grew for Lincoln to take some action on Fort Sumter and to reunite the states. Lincoln 

thought of the Southern secession as "artificial." When Jefferson Davis sent a group of commissioners to 

Washington to negotiate for the transfer of Fort Sumter to South Carolina, they were promptly refused. 

Lincoln had a dilemma. Fort Sumter was running out of supplies, but an attack on the fort would appear as 

Northern aggression. States that still remained part of the Union (such as Virginia and North Carolina) might be 

driven into the secessionist camp. People at home and abroad might become sympathetic to the South. Yet Lincoln 

could not allow his troops to starve or surrender and risk showing considerable weakness. 

At last he developed a plan. On April 6, Lincoln told the governor of South Carolina that he was going to send 

provisions to Fort Sumter. He would send no arms, troops, or ammunition — unless, of course, South Carolina 

attacked. 

Now the dilemma sat with Jefferson Davis. Attacking Lincoln's 

resupply brigade would make the South the aggressive party. But he 

simply could not allow the fort to be resupplied. Davis decided he had 

no choice but to order Anderson to surrender Sumter. Anderson 

refused.  

The Civil War began at 4:30 a.m. on April 12, 1861, when 

Confederate artillery, under the command of GENERAL PIERRE GUSTAVE T. BEAUREGARD, opened fire on Fort 

Sumter. Confederate batteries showered the fort with over 3,000 shells in a three-and-a-half day period. Anderson 

surrendered. Ironically, Beauregard had developed his military skills under Anderson's instruction at West Point. 

This was the first of countless relationships and families devastated in the Civil War. The fight was on. 
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The Battle of Antietam 

In August 1862, a Confederate Army invaded Kentucky from Tennessee. They seized FRANKFORT and seated 

a Confederate governor. During that same month, Robert E. Lee's ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA had 

defeated the Union Army again at the SECOND BATTLE OF BULL RUN. 

Lee and Jefferson Davis believed that one more successful campaign might 

bring British and French recognition of the Confederacy. (Foreign powers are 

reluctant to enter a conflict on the losing side) Although Britain and France 

both saw advantages of a split United States, neither country was willing to 

support the Confederacy without being convinced the South could win. Lee 

and Davis were desperately seeking that crucial victory. 

Lee wanted to attack the North on its own territory. His target was the federal rail center at Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania, but the Union General George McClellan was pursuing him. Lee decided to stop and confront 

the Union Army at SHARPSBURG, Maryland. In front of the town ran a little creek called Antietam. 

On September 15, Lee deployed his 30,000 soldiers on some four miles of rising ground behind ANTIETAM 

CREEK.  When McClellan started deploying his troops on September 16, he had 60,000 active soldiers and 

15,000 in reserve. Had he thrust his complete force against the Confederates on September 15 or 16, he 

might have smashed Lee's army. 

The battle began early on the morning of September 17 when Union troops under the command of GENERAL 

JOSEPH HOOKER attacked the forces of Stonewall Jackson across a cornfield that lay between them. The 

fighting was ferocious. The battle surged back and forth across the cornfield 15 times, costing each side nine 

generals. Within five hours, 12,000 soldiers lay dead or wounded, and the weary opponents stopped fighting 

for the day.  

By midday, the struggle had shifted to a sunken country road between two farms. 

Two Confederate brigades stood their ground repeatedly as Union soldiers attacked 

and fell back. Finally, Union attackers assumed a position from which they could 

shoot down on the Confederate soldiers occupying the road. It was quickly filled 

with the dead and dying, sometimes two and three deep. The road earned a new 

name: BLOODY LANE. The Confederates fell back, and McClellan again had the 

opportunity to cut Lee's army in two and ruin it. But McClellan did not follow through, and the battlefield fell 

silent.  

This day sits in history as the bloodiest single day America has ever suffered. 

Over 22,000 soldiers were killed, wounded, or missing — more than all such 

casualties during the entire American Revolution. Lee lost a quarter of his 

army; the survivors headed back to Virginia the next night. 

The horror of Antietam proved to be one of the war's critical events. Lee and Davis did not get their victory. 

Neither Britain nor France was prepared to recognize the Confederacy. Five days after the battle, Lincoln 

issued his preliminary Emancipation Proclamation. On November 5, Lincoln, impatient with McClellan's 

hesitancy, relieved him of command, and replaced him with GENERAL AMBROSE BURNSIDE. 

Antietam changed everything.  
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The Emancipation Proclamation 

Americans tend to think of the Civil War as being fought to end slavery. Even one full 

year into the Civil War, the elimination of slavery was not a key objective of the North. 

Despite a vocal Abolitionist movement in the North, many people and many soldiers, 

in particular, opposed slavery, but did not favor emancipation. They expected slavery 

to die on its own over time.  

By mid-1862, however, Lincoln had come to believe in the need to end slavery. Besides 

his disdain (hatred) for the institution, he simply felt that the South could not come 

back into the Union after trying to destroy it. When Lincoln indicated he wanted to 

issue a proclamation of freedom to his cabinet in mid-1862, they convinced him he 

had to wait until the Union achieved a significant military success. 

That victory came in September at Antietam. Five days after the battle, Lincoln decided to issue the 

Emancipation Proclamation, effective January 1, 1863. Unless the Confederate States returned to the Union 

by that day, he proclaimed their slaves "shall be then, thenceforward and forever free." 

It is sometimes said that the Emancipation Proclamation freed no slaves. In a way, this is true. The 

proclamation would only apply to the Confederate States, as an act to seize enemy resources. By freeing slaves 

in the Confederacy, Lincoln was actually freeing people he did not directly control. The way he explained the 

Proclamation made it acceptable to much of the Union army. He emphasized emancipation as a way to 

shorten the war by taking Southern resources and hence reducing Confederate strength. Even McClellan 

supported the policy as a soldier. Lincoln made no such offer of freedom to the Border States. 

The Emancipation Proclamation created a climate where the doom of slavery was seen as one of the major 

objectives of the war. Overseas, the North now seemed to have the greatest moral cause. Even if a foreign 

government wanted to intervene on behalf of the South, its population might object. The Proclamation itself 

freed very few slaves, but it was the death knell for slavery in the United States. Eventually, the Emancipation 

Proclamation led to the proposal and ratification of the THIRTEENTH AMENDMENT to the Constitution, 

which formally abolished slavery throughout the land. 
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The Battle of Gettysburg 

Robert E. Lee proposed an offensive invasion into Pennsylvania - 

defeating the Union Army in its own territory. Such a victory would 

relieve Virginia of the burden of war and undermine Lincoln's chances 

for reelection. It would reopen the possibility for European support 

that was closed at Antietam. And perhaps, it would even lead to peace.  

The result of this vision was the largest battle ever fought on the North 

American continent. This was GETTYSBURG, where more than 

170,000 fought and over 40,000 were casualties. 

 

Lee began his quest in mid-June 1863, leading 75,000 soldiers out of Virginia into south-central 

Pennsylvania. Forty miles to the south of Lee, the new commander of the Union Army of the 

Potomac, GENERAL GEORGE MEADE, headed north with his 95,000 soldiers. When Lee learned of the 

approach of this concentrated force, he sent couriers to his generals with orders to reunite near Gettysburg to 

do battle. As sections of the Confederate Army moved to join together, CSA GENERAL A.P. HILL, heard a 

rumor that that there was a large supply of shoes at Gettysburg. On July 1, 1863, he sent one of his divisions 

to get those shoes. The battle of Gettysburg was about to begin. 

 

As Hill approached Gettysburg from the west, he was met by the Union cavalry of JOHN BUFORD. Couriers 

from both sides were sent out for reinforcements. By early afternoon, 40,000 troops were on the battlefield, 

aligned in a semicircle north and west of the town. The Confederates drove the outnumbered Union troops to 

CEMETERY HILL, just south of town, where Union artillery located on the hill halted the retreat. 

 

Lee was determined to leave Pennsylvania with a victory. On the third day of battle, he ordered a major 

assault against the center of the Union line on CEMETERY RIDGE. Confederate batteries started to fire into the 

Union center. The firing continued for two hours. At 3 p.m., 14,000 Confederate soldiers under the command 

of GENERAL GEORGE PICKETT began their famous charge across three-quarters of a mile of open field to the 

Union line. 

 

Few Confederates made it. Lee's attempt for a decisive victory in Pennsylvania had failed. He had lost 28,000 

troops — one-third of his army. A month later, he offered his resignation to Jefferson Davis, which was 

refused. Meade had lost 23,000 soldiers. 

 

The hope for Southern recognition by any foreign government was dashed. The war continued for two more 

years, but Gettysburg marked the end of Lee's major offensives. The Confederacy tottered toward its defeat. 
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The Gettysburg Address 

 
As after previous battles, thousands of Union soldiers killed at Gettysburg were 
quickly buried, many in poorly marked graves. In the months that followed, 
however, local attorney David Wills spearheaded efforts to create a national 
cemetery at Gettysburg. Wills and the Gettysburg Cemetery Commission 
originally set October 23 as the date for the cemetery’s dedication, but delayed 
it to mid-November after their choice for speaker, Edward Everett, said he 
needed more time to prepare. Everett, the former president of Harvard 
College, former U.S. senator and former secretary of state, was at the time one 
of the country’s leading orators. On November 2, just weeks before the event, 
Wills extended an invitation to President Lincoln, asking him “formally [to] set 
apart these grounds to their sacred use by a few appropriate remarks.”  
 

GETTYSBURG ADDRESS: LINCOLN’S PREPARATION 

 
Though Lincoln was extremely frustrated with Meade and the Army of the Potomac for failing to pursue Lee’s forces in 
their retreat, he was cautiously optimistic as the year 1863 drew to a close. He also considered it significant that the 
Union victories at Gettysburg and at Vicksburg, under General Ulysses S. Grant, had both occurred on the same day: 
July 4, the anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 
 
When he received the invitation to make the remarks at Gettysburg, Lincoln saw an opportunity to make a broad 
statement to the American people on the enormous significance of the war, and he prepared carefully. Though long-
running popular legend holds that he wrote the speech on the train while traveling to Pennsylvania, he probably wrote 
about half of it before leaving the White House on November 18, and completed writing and revising it that night, after 
talking with Secretary of State William H. Seward, who had accompanied him to Gettysburg. 
 

THE HISTORIC GETTYSBURG ADDRESS 

 
On the morning of November 19, Everett delivered his two-hour oration (from memory) on the Battle of Gettysburg 
and its significance, and the orchestra played a hymn composed for the occasion by B.B. French. Lincoln then rose to 
the podium and addressed the crowd of some 15,000 people. He spoke for less than two minutes, and the entire speech 
was only 272 words long. Beginning by invoking the image of the founding fathers and the new nation, Lincoln 
eloquently expressed his conviction that the Civil War was the ultimate test of whether the Union created in 1776 
would survive, or whether it would “perish from the earth.” The dead at Gettysburg had laid down their lives for this 
noble cause, he said, and it was up to the living to confront the “great task” before them: ensuring that “government of 
the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.” 
 
The essential themes and even some of the language of the Gettysburg Address were not new; Lincoln himself, in his 
July 1861 message to Congress, had referred to the United States as “a democracy–a government of the people, by the 
same people.” The radical aspect of the speech, however, began with Lincoln’s assertion that the Declaration of 
Independence–and not the Constitution–was the true expression of the founding fathers’ intentions for their new 
nation. At that time, many white slave owners had declared themselves to be “true” Americans, pointing to the fact that 
the Constitution did not prohibit slavery; according to Lincoln, the 
nation formed in 1776 was “dedicated to the proposition that all men 
are created equal.” In an interpretation that was radical at the time–but 
is now taken for granted–Lincoln’s historic address redefined the Civil 
War as a struggle not just for the Union, but also for the principle of 
human equality. 
 

GETTYSBURG ADDRESS: PUBLIC REACTION & LEGACY 

 
In the years to come, the Gettysburg Address would endure as arguably 
the most-quoted, most-memorized piece of oratory in American history. 
After Lincoln’s assassination in April 1865, Senator Charles Sumner of 
Massachusetts wrote of the address, “That speech, uttered at the field of 
Gettysburg…and now sanctified by the martyrdom of its author, is a monumental act. In the modesty of his nature he 
said ‘the world will little note, nor long remember what we say here; but it can never forget what they did here.’ He was 
mistaken. The world at once noted what he said, and will never cease to remember it.” 
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Battle of Vicksburg 

Only one day after their victory at Gettysburg, Union forces captured Vicksburg, the last Confederate 

stronghold on the Mississippi River. Lincoln and Union commanders began to make plans for finishing the 

war. 

The Union strategy to win the war did not emerge all at once. By 1863, however, the Northern military plan 
consisted of five major goals: 

1. Fully blockade all Southern coasts. This strategy, known as the ANACONDA PLAN, would eliminate 

the possibility of Confederate help from abroad. 

2. Control the Mississippi River. The river was the South's major inland waterway. Also, Northern control 

of the rivers would separate Texas, Louisiana, and Arkansas from the other Confederate states. 

3. Capture RICHMOND. Without its capital, the Confederacy's command lines would be disrupted. 

4. Shatter Southern civilian morale by capturing and destroying ATLANTA, SAVANNAH, and the heart of 

Southern secession, South Carolina. 

5. Use the numerical advantage of Northern troops to engage the enemy everywhere to break the spirits 

of the Confederate Army. 

By early 1864, the first two goals had been accomplished. The blockade had successfully prevented any 

meaningful foreign aid. General Ulysses Grant's success at Vicksburg delivered the Mississippi River to the 

Union. Lincoln turned to Grant to finish the job and, in the spring of 1864, appointed Grant to command the 

entire Union Army. 
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The Battle of Atlanta/the Atlanta Campaign 

The "Atlanta campaign" is the name given by historians to the military operations that took place in north 

Georgia during the Civil War (1861-65) in the spring and summer of 1864. 

Synopsis of the Campaign 

The stakes were high in early May 1864, when the Atlanta campaign began with the skirmish at Tunnel Hill 

in north Georgia. Sherman had four reasons to be confident of success: first, numerical advantage (his troops 

outnumbered Confederate forces by roughly two to one); second, an efficient supply system to keep his 

armies fed, clothed, and armed; third, superior morale (the 

Confederate army had just been routed from Chattanooga, 

Tennessee, the previous November); and fourth, and probably most 

important, Johnston's record as an unaggressive, even timid army 

commander. Sherman, having faced—and beaten—Johnston in 

Mississippi the previous summer, was aware of this weakness in his 

adversary. 

During the opening weeks of the campaign, Sherman seized the 

initiative and forced Johnston's army back from one position to 

another. By late May some Atlantans had begun to think that the fall 

of their city was inevitable. After Johnston had been pushed back 

nearly to Atlanta in late July, Confederate president Jefferson Davis feared that Atlanta would be given up 

without a fight. So he fired Johnston and replaced him with John B. Hood, an army corps commander who 

promised to attack Sherman and attempt to save the city. 

Hood's chances of success, however, were virtually zero. Sherman's forces were five miles from Atlanta's 

outskirts when Hood took command of the Confederate army on July 18. Union strength stood at 80,000 to 

Hood's 50,000. Outnumbered and lacking strategic options, Hood nevertheless sought tactical opportunities. 

He launched three assaults around Atlanta between July 20 and 28 but was repulsed each time. Sherman 

spent the next month bombarding the city and its remaining residents, while cutting the three railroad lines 

that supplied Hood's armies. When the last of these lines, north of Jonesboro, was broken on August 31, Hood 

was forced to evacuate Atlanta. Sherman had won the campaign. Lincoln's reelection was assured, and the 

Confederacy was doomed. 
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Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address 

On March 4, 1865, in his second inaugural address, President Abraham 

Lincoln spoke of mutual forgiveness, North and South, asserting that the 

true mettle of a nation lies in its capacity for charity.  

Lincoln presided over the nation’s most terrible crisis. The Civil War began 

1 month after he took office and ended 5 days before he died. It was more 

bitter and protracted than anyone had predicted, costing more than 

600,000 lives. In Lincoln’s second inaugural address, delivered just over a 

month before his death, he spoke about the war as he had come to 

understand it. The unspeakable savagery that had already lasted 4 years, 

he believed, was nothing short of God’s own punishment for the sins of 

human slavery. And with the war not quite over, he offered this terrible 

pronouncement: 

Fondly do we hope—fervently do we pray—that this mighty scourge of war may speedily 

pass away. Yet, if God wills that it continue, until all the wealth piled by the bond-men’s two 

hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood drawn 

with the lash, shall be paid by another drawn by the sword, as was said three thousand years 

ago, so still it must be said “the judgments of the Lord, are true and righteous altogether.” 

Finally, in the speech’s closing, with the immortal words of reconciliation and healing that are carved in the 

walls of the Lincoln Memorial in the nation’s capital, he set the tone for his plan for the nation’s 

Reconstruction. 

With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to 

see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation’s wounds; to 

care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan—to do all 

which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all 

nations. 
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Sherman’s March to the Sea 

The March to the Sea, the most destructive campaign against a civilian population during the Civil War 

(1861-65), began in Atlanta on November 15, 1864, and concluded in Savannah on December 21, 1864. 

Union general William T. Sherman abandoned his supply line and marched across Georgia to the Atlantic 

Ocean to prove to the Confederate population that its government could not protect the people from invaders. 

He practiced psychological warfare; he believed that by marching an army across the state he would 

demonstrate to the world that the Union had a power the Confederacy could not resist. "This may not be war," 

he said, "but rather statesmanship." 

Sherman divided his approximately 60,000 troops into two roughly equal wings. Sherman had about 2,500 

supply wagons and 600 ambulances. Before the army left Atlanta, the general issued an order outlining the 

rules of the march, but soldiers often ignored the restrictions on foraging (scavenging). 

The two wings advanced by separate routes, generally staying twenty miles to forty miles apart. The right 

wing headed for Macon, the left wing in the direction of Augusta, before the two commands turned and 

bypassed both cities. They now headed for the state capital at Milledgeville. Sherman's foragers quickly 

became known as "bummers" as they raided farms and plantations. On November 23 the state capital 

peacefully surrendered, and Sherman occupied the vacant governor's mansion and capitol building. 

General William T. Sherman captured Savannah in December 

1864 and presented the city along with 25,000 bales of cotton 

to President Abraham Lincoln as a Christmas present. Sherman 

set up temporary headquarters in the Green-Meldrin House. 

Sherman, who was not with the Union army when Mayor 

Richard Arnold surrendered Savannah (he had gone to Hilton 

Head, South Carolina, to make preparations for a siege and was 

on his way back to Georgia), telegraphed President Lincoln on 

December 22 that the city had fallen. He offered Savannah and 

its 25,000 bales of cotton to the president as a Christmas 

present. 

Consequences of the March 

Sherman's march frightened and appalled Southerners. It hurt morale, for civilians had believed the 

Confederacy could protect the home front. Union general William T. Sherman devastated the Georgia 

countryside during his march to the sea. His men destroyed all sources of food and forage, often in retaliation 

for the activities of local Confederate guerrillas. 

Sherman had terrorized the countryside; his men had destroyed all sources of food and forage and had left 

behind a hungry and demoralized people. Although he did not level any towns, he did destroy buildings in 

places where there was resistance. Sherman burned or captured all the food stores that Georgians had saved 

for the winter months. As a result of the hardships on women and children, desertions increased in Robert E. 

Lee's army in Virginia. Sherman believed his campaign against civilians would shorten the war by breaking 

the Confederate will to fight, and he eventually received permission to carry this psychological warfare into 

South Carolina in early 1865. By marching through Georgia and South Carolina he became an archvillain in 

the South and a hero in the North. 
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Surrender at Appomattox 

By the Spring of 1865, only Lee's Army of Northern Virginia remained as a substantial military force to 

oppose the Union Army. For nine months, Grant and Lee had faced each other from 53 miles of trenches 

during the SIEGE OF PETERSBURG. Lee's forces had been reduced to 50,000, while Grant's had grown to over 

120,000.  

The Southern troops began to melt away as the end became clear. On April 2, Grant ordered an attack on 

Petersburg and broke the Confederate line. Lee and his shrinking army were able to escape. 

Lee sent a message to Jefferson Davis saying that Richmond could no longer be defended and that he should 

evacuate the city. That night Jefferson Davis and his cabinet set 

fire to everything of military value in Richmond, then boarded a 

train to Danville, 140 miles to the south. Mobs took over the 

streets and set more fires. The next day, Northern soldiers 

arrived. And one day after that, Lincoln visited the city and sat in 

the office of Jefferson Davis. 

On April 9, the remaining Confederate Army, under JOHN 

GORDON, drove back Union cavalry blocking the road near the 

village of APPOMATTOX COURT HOUSE. But beyond them were 

50,000 Union infantry, and as many or more were closing in on 

Lee from his rear. It was over. 

Lee sent a note to Grant, and later that afternoon they met in the home of WILMER MCLEAN. Grant offered 

generous terms of surrender. Confederate officers and soldiers could go home, taking with them their horses, 

sidearms, and personal possessions. Also, Grant guaranteed their immunity from prosecution for treason. At 

the conclusion of the ceremony, the two men saluted each other and parted. Grant then sent three days’ 

worth of food rations to the 25,000 Confederate soldiers. The official surrender ceremony occurred three 

days later, when Lee's troops stacked their rifles 

and battle flags. 

President Lincoln's will to save the Union had 

prevailed. He looked with satisfaction on the 

survival of his country and with deep regret on the 

great damage that had been done. These emotions 

did not last long, however. Lincoln had only five 

days left to live.  

 


