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Assisting Freedmen, Part 1 

 

 

 

 

Document A: W.E.B. Du Bois, “Thee Freedmen’s Bureau,” Atlantic Monthly, 1901 
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Assisting Freedmen: Part 2 
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Economic changes during reconstruction 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

“When we come to the New Industrial 

South the change is so marvelous, and so 

vast and various that I scarcely know 

where to begin…Instead of a South 

devoted to agriculture and politics, we 

find a South wide-awake to business, 

excited and even astonished at the 

development of its own immense 

resources in metals, marbles, coal, 

timber, fertilizers, eagerly laying lines of 

communication, rapidly opening mines, 

building furnaces, foundries, and all 

sorts of shops for utilizing native riches. 

It is like the discovery of a new world. 

-Charles Dudley Warner, “The South 

Revisited,” Harper’s New Monthly 

Magazine (March 1887)  
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Black Codes, Post Civil War 

 

 

 

Common Elements of Black Codes:  

 Race was defined by blood; the presence of any amount of black blood made one black.  

 Employment was required of all freedmen; violators faced vagrancy charges. 

 Freedmen could not assemble without the presence of a white person. 

 Freedmen were assumed to be agricultural workers and their duties and hours were tightly 

regulated. 

 Freedmen were not to be taught to read or write. 

 Public facilities were segregated. 

 Violators of these laws were subject to being whipped or branded. 

 
1. "Servants shall not be absent from the premises without 

the permission of the master" (South Carolina) 

2. Prohibited whites from marrying any Negro or any descendant of any Negro to the 
third generation inclusive. Penalty: Felony, punishable by imprisonment in the state 
penitentiary up to five years. (Kentucky) 

3. White and black children shall be taught in separate public schools, "but there shall be 
no discrimination made in favor of, or to the prejudice of, either race." (North Carolina) 

4. Every negro is required to be in the regular service of some white person, or former 
owner, who shall be held responsible for the conduct of said negro. But said employer 
or former owner may permit said negro to hire his own time by special permission in 
writing, which permission shall not extend over seven days at any one time. 
(Louisiana) 

5. Unlawful for whites and blacks to buy and consume alcohol on the same premises. 
Penalty: Misdemeanor, punishable by a fine between $50 to $500, or imprisonment in 
the parish prison or jail up to two years. (Kentucky) 

6. If any freedman, free negro, or mulatto, convicted of any of the misdemeanors 
provided against in this act, shall fail or refuse for the space of five days, after 
conviction, to pay the fine and costs imposed, such person shall be hired out by the 
sheriff or other officer, at public outcry, to any white person who will pay said fine and 
all costs, and take said convict for the shortest time. (Mississippi) 

Under the lenient Reconstruction policies of President Andrew Johnson, white southerners reestablished civil 

authority in the former Confederate states in 1865 and 1866. They enacted a series of restrictive laws known as 

"black codes," which were designed to restrict freed blacks' activity and ensure their availability as a labor force 

now that slavery had been abolished. 
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The Rise of the Ku Klux Klan 

Document A: Leon F. Litwack, Been in the storm too long, 1979 

Document B: Thomas Nast, “The Union as it was,” 

Harper’s Weekly 1874 
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Uncle Gus had made a wrong turn by accident, and then he 

had to turn back and retrace our steps. Somehow we ended 

up in the middle of town, possibly Waco itself, but I'm not 

sure. Up ahead was a crowd of white people. We didn't 

know what was going on. Maybe a circus or something. 

There must have been 500 people, men and women and 

children. We slowed the car. It was then that we heard them 

shouting, "Kill the nigger." We could see a person on fire but 

still alive and screaming in the middle of the street tied to a 

big wheel. We could smell the stench of his burning human 

flesh. 

Uncle Gus slammed on his brakes and turned full circle in 

the middle of the road, which now focused the attention of 

the mob on us. I remember hearing someone shout, "There's 

some more niggers, let's get them." 

We could see people from our back window running for 

their cars and trucks. By then my uncle had turned the 

corner, as he put the pedal to the metal and we went as fast 

as his big Chrysler car could go. He turned off the car 

headlights and we drove for five minutes in darkness before 

he careened the car off the road into a four-foot wide wagon 

ditch or pathway in the woods. We made it just in time. 

What seemed like a caravan of cars passed our hiding place, 

followed by police cars with sirens blaring. We were all 

extremely quiet. No one spoke a word in fear that a whisper 

would be heard and betray our hiding place. We remained 

in our hiding place for about four hours, which seemed like 

eternity. 

This was the first time I had seen my uncle afraid of 

anything. Finally, my uncle spoke. "We will stay off the main 

road until we get through this town." 

This story is a first-hand account from 

Mr. Joseph Holloway, who remembers 

traveling from California to Louisiana in 

the summer of 1961. They were traveling 

to visit their dying grandmother. In this 

account he details the danger he and his 

family found themselves in at nightfall in 

Waco, Texas. He was nine years old at the 

time. 
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