Monarchy – The office of the head of state is a hereditary position  


Feudalism – is a political system based on the rule of local lords bound to a monarch by ties of loyalty

Absolute Monarchy – When the member of royalty has almost complete power

Constitutional Monarchy – When the leader is primarily a ceremonial head of state and the real power lies in the constitution

Republic – a country in which the government’s authority comes only from the people.





Classical Republic – In Ancient Greece city-states allowed all adults to participate in government decisions

Dictatorship – Power is concentrated in the hands of a single person, or a small group of people

Autocracy – This means rule by one. – A dictatorship controlled by one person. 
Oligarchy – This means rule by a few.
- A dictatorship controlled by more than one person. 



Authoritarian – This is when rulers only answer to themselves, not to the people

Totalitarian – When a system of government in which a leader exercises a tremendous amount of control over its citizens’ lives
Unitary System – All legal power is held by the national, or central, government
Federal System – When powers are divided among national, state, and local governments.
Confederal System – When independent states join together to accomplish common goals – there may be no central government
Presidential System – A system of government in which the legislative and executive branches operate independently of one another
Parliamentary System – A system of government in which power is concentrated in a legislature. 
