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Worksheet: Start of the French Revolution 

How can sudden growth in population nega-

tively affect a country and its people? 

Using your notes, what is an autocracy and how 

does this present an issue within society? Are 

people able to move up in society?  

Seigneur= Lord/Landlord 

Cure=Priest 

Tithes=Form of tax collected, usually in the 
form of produce/wheat 

Precepts= general rule intended to regulate 
behavior  

Bourbonism=Euronpean royal line of family 
members 

 

What “evil” is this passage referring to? Who holds 
the majority of the power and who is suffering be-

cause of this? 
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Worksheet: Start of the French Revolution 
What period in history is this passage referencing? 

(Intellectuals, criticism, freedom of thought) 

 

What influence does this period have on the way French 

citizens viewed their government or society? 

Bourbon authority= Noble family, usually held 

political positions and other positions of power 

before the revolution.  

Gottfried Leibnitz= German philosopher 

Pierre Bayle= French philosopher/famous for 

dictionary 

Isaac Newton= Astronomer, mathematician, phi-

losopher 

Speculation= investment in stock/product with the 

hope of gain and risk of loss 

According to this passage, who was likely to profit and who 

was likely to suffer within the wheat market? 

Accapareurs de ble= derogatory term meaning mo-

nopolists/greedy 

How are the problems within the wheat market  a larger re-

flection of French society prior to the revolution? 
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Worksheet: Storming of the Bastille 

According to this passage, what was the Bastille 

used for? Why do you think rebels chose to in-

vade this structure? 

Invalides= sick or handicapped 

Swiss= native or descendant of Switzer-

land 

Rue St. Antoine= Street in France 

Great placards=Warning signs 

Camille Desmoulins= French Journalists 

and politician, produced pamphlets call-

ing for revolution, influenced by enlight-

enment ideas 

Hunted hares=  a common spectator 

sport in France where dogs chase hares 

(similar to rabbits) 

Why would they need to tell each other apart?  

Does this sound like a very organized attempt at 

an overthrow? 

Jaques Necker= Swiss banker and French 

statesmen under Louis XVI, eventually 

dismissed for being too honest and criti-

cal of French finance. His dismissal 

sparked outrage. 
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Worksheet: Storming of the Bastille 
According to this passage, who is De Launay and 

what is he hired to protect? What reason might he 

have for not surrendering the Bastille to the re-

bels? 

 

 

 

 

Deputations=a group of people ordered 

to take upon a mission or job (group of 

rebels) 

Parley= meeting of two opposing sides in 

a group, usually to discuss terms 

Pardon= granted to a group or individual 

eliminating guilt or responsibility 

Bore him off= chopped off his head 

Why did the rebels choose to kill the general in 

this manner? What did he represent? 

Nero fiddling while Rome was Burning= 

Famous quote referring to the emperor of 

Rome, Nero, doing nothing while Rome 

burned to the ground. 

What does the author mean when he makes the 

comparison between King XIV and Nero? 

 

 

 

 

What is  the difference between revolt and revolu-

tion? 
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Worksheet: The terror 

Girondin= Revolutionary political group/ a fac-

tion (or off shoot) of the National Assembly. The 

more moderate party 

Jacobin=Radical group formed after the Revolu-

tion, contained many factions/groups within the 

group. Known to be ruthless and the initiators of 

the Terror 

 

*Political turmoil/confusion started after the fall 

of the old regime 

How did all this confusion and tension amongst political 

groups contribute to the Terror? 

Assignats= Paper money issued in France, 

quickly lost its value 

What challenges did the Girondin/Jacobins face in estab-

lishing a new form of government? 

Mountains= radical political group opposed to the 

Girondins  

Gained support from poorer classes 

Eventually members of this group would form most 

of the Committee of Public Safety. 

Committee of Public Safety= members who com-

mitted the acts that took place during the Terror. 

Members were lawmakers and decided the fate of 

individuals. Targeted those opposed to the revolu-

tion.  

Why did the new government “resort to fear” as a means of 
controlling the population? 
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Worksheet: The terror 

Constituent Assembly= Another name for the 

National Assembly 

Why does the author call France “morally weak”? 

Absolutism/Old Regime= France’s form of gov-
ernment before the Revolution 

How is the Terror similar to the Old Regime and gov-

ernment of France? 

Martial law= direct military control of civilian 

life, often by physical force  

Jacobin Rousseauism= philosophy of the Jaco-

bin political/radical group, a return to a more 

simple way of life 

What tactics did the new regime use to control the 

French population? Do these tactics align with the origi-

nal aims of the revolution?  According to this passage 

what does Robespierre’s Utopia consist of?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robespierre= radical Jacobin leader and leader 

of the French Revolution & Terror 


