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U.S. History

Eyewitness Books: The Vietnam War

	The Advisors’ War – pp. 10-11
1.What was the reaction in South Vietnam to Diem’s election?
2. How did the U.S. government react when ARVN executed Diem?
3.Who took over the government of South Vietnam after Diem’s death?

	Helicopters: the Modern Cavalry – pp. 34-35

1. What are some advantages of helicopters specific to the Vietnam War?

2. Why were gunners targeted by the NVA?

3. What were Chinooks used for?



	The Ho Chi Minh Trail – pp. 22-23
1. Most of the trail existed where?
2.By 1970, how many supplies moved along the trail every month?
3. In addition to manpower, how were supplies moved along the trail?
4.Where did the NVA get Sulfa and telephones?
5. How many NVA troops moved along the trail every month?

	Corpsmen – pp. 32-33 

1. How did wounded men in the field get to U.S. hospitals?

2. How many wounded U.S. soldiers died from their wounds?

3. Why were rigid litter baskets used by helicopters?

4.How did soldiers on the ground guide helicopters to the landing zone?

5. Why did wounded NVA soldiers suffer more than U.S. soldiers?



	On Patrol – pp. 30-31 
1. Why were foot soldier patrols necessary?
2. How did troops make water safe for drinking?
3. What kind of supplies did a soldier on day patrol carry?

	The Mekong Delta – pp. 40-41

1.Why is the Mekong Delta called the “rice bowl?”
2.Why were the VC able to hang on to positions in the Mekong throughout the war?
3. How and why did the South Vietnamese government antagonize rice paddy farmers?


	Riverine War – pp. 42-43
1. Why were inland waters dangerous?
2. What were the naval forces called in the inland waters?
3. What were Zippos used for?
4. What primitive, but effective weapon was used in the inland water war?

	The Village War – pp. 44-45

1. In what ways were villagers caught in the middle of the war?
2. What would happen if soldiers thought villagers were helping the VC?
3. What were the goals and tactics of the Pacification program?
4. What happened at My Lai?
5. How long was William Calley in prison? Why?


	Tunnels – pp. 46-47
1. What were tunnels used for?
2. Describe the types of booby traps used in tunnels:
3. Who were the Tunnel Rats?
4. How did tunnels add to the frustrations U.S. Soldiers experienced?

	The Tet Offensive – pp. 48-49
1.How long was Khe Sanh besieged before being relieved?
2. Even though communists lost the battle of Tet, what political victory did they gain?
3. What happened to Saigon and Hue during Tet?
4. Why did the NVA choose to attack during Tet?


	The Anti-War Movement – pp. 50-51
1.Describe the famous photo in the bottom left.  Where did this take place?
2. Name 2 universities where students were killed during anti-war demonstrations:
3. Name 2 leaders who protested the war?
4. Which group was one of the strongest opponents of the war?

	POWs – pp. 58-59
1. What was Operation Homecoming?
2. Why weren’t there more NVA POWs?
3. What was the Hanoi Hilton?
4. How many MIA are still unaccounted for?



